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February 2024 DVGI-SEI Joint Dinner Meeting

MEETING ABSTRACT:
The I-579 Urban Open Space Cap Project, a new, three acre green space, reconnected Pitts-
burgh's historic Hill District with the city's downtown business and cultural center. This first-
of-its-kind project sought to remedy historical development that harmed the Hill District by 
reconnecting this neighborhood through a unique land bridge spanning over the interstate. 
The foundations for this bridge consisted of 42 drilled shafts at the piers, and 220 micropiles 
(tension and compression) at the abutments. The presentation covers the design, construction, 
and testing of these elements and the lessons learned in the project. The $30 million Cap pro-
ject has received 15 national awards, including the prestigious AASHTO and ASHE National 
Project of the Year Awards. 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:
Dr. Sebastian has 22 years of experience in Geotechnical Engineering, specializing in the 
design of deep/shallow foundations, earth retaining structures, and landslide stabilization. He 
has authored over 150 technical papers and presentations published in scientific journals, ge-
otechnical magazines, and conference proceedings worldwide. He is the former Chair of the 
Pittsburgh ASCE Geo-Institute, a member of the DFI Anchored Earth Retention Committee, 
and Conference Chair for DFI-45 2020 and DFI-47 National Harbor MD 2022. Sebastian is 
on the Board of Trustees of the Academy of Geo-Professionals ASCE. His distinguished 
awards include: 2022 DFI President's Award, 2021 ASCE Lifetime Achievement, and 2020 
ASCE Civil Engineer of the Year - Pittsburgh Section. 

Please register with QR code by February
13, 2024:

SPEAKER: Sebastian Lobo-Guerrero, PhD, PE, D.GE., Geotechnical
Project Manager/Laboratory Manager AGES Inc.,
Pittsburgh, PA

TOPIC: Geotechnical Aspects of Pittsburgh SEA-CAP

DATE: Tuesday February 20, 2024 – 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM EST
WHERE: Crowne Plaza Philadelphia - King of Prussia

      260 Mall Boulevard King of Prussia, PA 19406
COST: $70 Standard, $50 Government/Retired, $50 Students
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January DVGI Dinner Meeting 2024

MEETING ABSTRACT:

Although the term "sustainability" is becoming more widespread, it can be challenging to know what tangible things we can do as 
geotechnical engineers and contractors to further sustainable development goals. This talk aims to advance our understanding by 
providing a brief background on sustainability, demonstrating how geotechnical engineers and contractors can significantly impact 
environmental sustainability, particularly through the use of the EFFC/DFI Carbon Calculator, and offering ideas and insights to 
push our industry forward on social sustainability.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:

Dr. Kimberly Martin executes Keller's sustainability strategy across North America. Her responsibilities include driving innovation 
initiatives to advance Keller's carbon reduction targets, as well as developing and advising on Keller's internal and external social 
initiatives. Kimberly was previously a lead geotechnical engineer in the oil and gas industry, contributing her expertise to 
development projects worldwide. In addition to her professional role, Kimberly is actively engaged in industry groups. She 
previously served as the chair of the Arizona Geo-Institute chapter and is the secretary for the Geo-Institute's Sustainability in 
Geotechnical Engineering Committee. Her involvement extends to the DFI's sustainability committee, where she co-chairs the EFFC
-DFI Sustainability Guides Task Group. Kimberly is also a member of the editorial panel for Engineering Sustainability, a journal 
published by the Institute of Civil Engineers. Her scholarly contributions include publishing more than ten peer-reviewed journal 
and conference papers. Kimberly holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of Arizona, a Master of 
Science from The University of Texas at Austin, and a Doctorate from Arizona State University, where she was an active member o 
the Center for Bio-mediated and Bio-inspired Geotechnics. 

Speaker : Dr. Kimberly Martin, PhD, P.E. of Keller – North America
Topic : Advancing Sustainability in the Geotechnical Industry
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GSI RECORDED WEBINARS
 Topics, and Registration at www.geosynthetic-institute.org/webinar.htm

 Each Webinar Carries 1.5 Professional Development Hours
Upon Completion of a 10-Question Multiple Choice Test

 Each presentation lasts approximately 90 minutes

ASCE/G-I Members:
Read past and present issues of Geo-Strata magazine online at www.asce.org

ALL WEBINARS WILL BE RECORDED AND CAN BE PURCHSED FOR VIEWING AT 
YOUR CONVENIECE

GSI/GMA Members $200.00 USD per each Webinar
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

On Director's Cut

Geo-Institute Director Brad Keelor interviews G-I members about anything and everything.
You might hear about their favorite geotechnical project, their favorite music, or their
favorite pie. In Episode 18 of Season 3, Brad speaks with Theresa Andrejack Loux of Aero
Aggregates!
See the video here: https://youtu.be/Gn-aDAHfCXg

Upcoming Dates for 2023-24 Dinner Meetings and events are as follows:

02/20/2204  – Tuesday –  Sebastian Lobo-Guerrero, PhD, PE, D.GE.,
           Joint Meeting with SEI

03/12/ 2024  –  Thursday - Student Night – Villanova
03/20/2024 –  Lunch Webinar : John Nawn “Ethics and the Expert Witness”
04/11/2024 –  Tuesday : Dave Sandstrom  “NSPE Presenting on Ethics and
the Expert Witness ”
05/21/2024 –  Tuesday – Gardiner Lecture : To Be Announced
One PDH will be awarded for most meetings that you attend.

If you are interested in presenting at one of our monthly meetings or have ideas about
potential speakers, please get in touch with a DVGI board member.
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HAVE DVGI PUBLISH YOUR ARTICLE, ADVERTISEMENT, OR JOB POSTING

 Do you have an interesting article on a project or individual in your
organization that you would like to have published in the DVGI newsletter?

 Would you like to get the word out about a job opening, new venture, etc. to our
membership via the newsletter?

Please submit your articles or news items for consideration in the next edition of the newsletter
or get in touch about our reasonably priced advertising by contacting Neil Scafonas
(neil.scafonas@aecom.com).

**DVGI PROJECT OF THE YEAR**
5th Annual DVGI Geotechnical Project of the Year Competition

Submissions to be accepted through March 31, 2024
Project of the Year to be announced in May 2024

Projects to be featured in DVGI Newsletters!
Please direct all submission materials and questions to Bob Crawford

(bobc@jjaconstruction.com).  Application can be found at the DVGI Homepage at
http://www.dvgi.org/GPOY.html
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Widener University


